1des Make
iring
Photographer for

Their Wedding
and How to Avoid Them

Your wedding day pictures are
the most important pictures you will ever have taken.

Robert Provencher



Dear Friend,
Thank you for reading my booklet.

This booklet will help you pick the best wedding photographer for
you. Picking the right photographer for your big day can be confusing,
stressful and you want to make sure you make the right choice.
Education is the best way to helping you make this decision. That’s
why I wrote this booklet.

Why am I qualified to write such a report? Let me tell you a bit about
myself before I get into the main topic.

I have been a professional wedding photographer for over 25 years
so far. Why is this big deal and why should it make any diference?
Many photographers have been around that long or more. Why should
my experience be any different you might be asking?

That is a good question. Here’s my best answer. In all of those years
I studied hard, worked hard and pressed myself to avoid one of the
biggest mistakes wedding photographers can make. The mistake that
I call “stuck in a rut™.

I now teach many other photographers from all over the world and
have a reputation with my peers for the unique style of wedding
photography I believe in. This is a big complaint with many brides.
They see boring, stiff and over posed photography and think to
themselves “I don’t want that for my wedding day.”

I teach other professionals how to get creative, stay creative and
above all, make their brides happy to have chosen them as their
photographer.
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Not only that, I have a long, long list of happy clients who have
given me the honour of photographing what I consider to be the
most powerful day in their lives.

Being recognized by my peers is one thing, but more importantly
the ultimate judge of my talents and abilities is and always will be
my clients.

Besides my experiences as teacher/leader to my peers and photographer
to many happy brides and grooms. [ have a few more notable features
that help qualify me. Excuse me while I brag a little more before

[ begin this report....

Other notable and not so notable features and interesting stuff about
Robert Provencher, author of this booklet:

*Received his Masters of Photographic Arts and a wall full of awards
from PPOC (Professional Photographers Of Canada).

*Earned the second highest achievement with Toastmasters International,

ATM Gold. and a whole bunch of speech contests....(not bad for the
shyvest kid in school when he was younger).

*Plays guitar/harmonica..... mostly blues.

*Study traditional Goju Ryu karate to keep fit in body, mind and spirit
*Big kid at heart, loves children and photographs many every year.
*Consults, teaches and leads other professional photographers in
marketing. digital techniques, lighting & posing, success..etc etc etc

Okay, enough about me. I wanted to reveal a little bit about me so
vou feel like this report was actually written by a live human being

and not some boring techno babble corporate and sterile robotron.

Education is truly the first step to making the right decision. You
do it when you buy a car, a house or anything else.

You will learn how to pick the right person for you.

Sincerely,

Robert Provencher

J05-366-0111 www. WestmountPhotography. com
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1. The first problem with dirt cheap photographers is they don’t stand behind
their work 1f they make a mistake, or worse yet, ruin all the pictures and then
the problem is way beyond fixable. Or you may have pictures that are okay,
but you hoped for more. In that case there isn’t a lot they can do. The end
result is you get what you pay for. A little money saved up front can cost big
in the end. There 1s a saying | like to tell my clients: “What cost are you
really paying for photographs you don’t like?”.

2.The second problem with a photographer who offers the lowest price is
they tend to also offer the lowest quality. Your wedding photos are your
most important and valuable investment. The value you place on choosing
the right photographer will show for many years. It is a long term investment.
Why risk so much and throw away such great memories for a few pennies
saved up front?

3. And the third reason why hiring the cheapest photographer is a problem
is that you might get charged extra for things other photographers normally
include. You might have to pay for such things as your previews, or worse yet
they might not even make vour previews available for you to keep at any price.
Some will even stamp them across the front with their studio logo. Cheap
photographers nickel and dime you to death. What seemed like a good deal
may in fact cost you more in the long run. This is often a tactic some use
just to get you in the door.

To avoid buying on price alone, we suggest you choose two or three
photographers and rank them in the order that is important to you such as
Quality first, Service second, and Price last. AND ONCE YOU FIND A GOOD
ONE...STICK WITH THEM! You’ll be glad you did and you will have peace
of mind.

MISTAKE #2- You think all photographers are the same.

Every photographer is different. No two are really the same. Every
photographer has different equipment, and has different skills and abilities
and different employees; these all bring a complete mix of abilities to their
product but will not guarantee consistency.




Photography is art and craftmanship combined. Most people who hire
photographers don’t truly understand that despite all the technological
advances being made, photographers still use the same quality work habits
and techniques as they did 25 years ago.

Contrary to what a lot of people think, photography is not just picking up
a camera and clicking the shutter. It takes craftmanship to turn out quality
work. Photographers have to know how to capture the right moment, how
to compose properly, how to expose properly and how to use light, shape and
form in order to get the most flattering and artistic results and poses.

Communication is the key to hiring the best photographer for YOU

* Ask what style of work they do- ask to see some samples.

* Ask to see the wedding contract. Some will make big promises and

do something else- because their contract backs them up.

Ask to see samples from recent weddings

Ask them who will be photographing your wedding.

Ask them how long will it take to see the images after the wedding

Ask them if they retouch or enhance the final images.

Ask them what it will cost and exactly what do you get- how many

images are included.

Ask them how many weddings they’ve photographed.

* Ask them (this is a good one) what their philosophy is on wedding
photography.
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Wedding photography is not a generic product. Ask these and other
relevant questions and it will become obvious who the right choice will be for
vou. You will notice a marked difference in attitude, quality, creativity and
experience. Remember, this is your special day. Do you want to hire an
amateur to take experimental photos or a pro who will create a masterpiece?
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the sam pie t‘.'%‘--ﬁf pie. This might be an OK short term strategy, because you
save a few bucks, but, when you need a favor, or super fast service-- not one
of these photographers will bend over backwards to help you. (And if you

have been a price shopper in the past, they probably will charge you more!)

Every photographer expects to bend over backwards for their clients every
now and again. Provided the customer is loyal the photographer will do all he
can to help.

All good photographers are loyal to you if YOU are loyal to them.

MISTAKE #4- You think having the right equipment is all a
photographer needs to do the job right!

Many photographers own wonderful equipment. That doesn’t mean they
know how to use it properly. You can have all the “latest greatest wiz bang
lenses and digital wonder cameras,” but if you don’t know how to use it
properly you are no better off than anyone picking up a camera and pointing
and shooting.

Compare this to your cell phone. Studies show that half the people who
own cell phones don’t even know how to program speed dial, let alone the
more advanced features.


















